
 
 
 
 
 

From the Artistic Director 
 

Hello and welcome to the first Dancehouse Members 
Newsletter for 2008.   

I am really looking forward to getting right in to 2008. I 
am particularly looking forward to working with some of 
our program partners this year including Critical Path  
(Sydney), STRUT dance (Perth), The Dancebox (Osaka) 
and ReelDance, with Arts House and ACMI, Cecil Street 
Studio, The Centre for Contemporary Photography, 
Westside Circus, Rotary and of course the City of Yarra, 
Arts Victoria and The Australia Council for the Arts.   

We’ll also have the pleasure this year of working with 
artists from New Zealand and Ireland with the help of 
Creative New Zealand and Culture Ireland. 

I am very excited to welcome the unstoppable Bec Reid 
to the new role of Program Producer at Dancehouse.  
Bec will be working with me to develop the program and 
will lead the delivery of the program.  She will be able to 
assist artists find their pathway through the program and 
the centre so that they can access the program 
elements and information that will benefit them most.  
You can come in and see Bec on Wednesdays and 
Fridays or contact her on bec@dancehouse.com.au 

We will soon have a new Venue & Production Manager 
and I look forward to announcing that appointment soon.   

Thank you to all of those who willingly took part in recent 
telephone surveys about Dancehouse.  With support 
from the Australia Council, we have had an independent 
consultant undertake surveys and focus groups to help 
us serve you better.  They have told us that everyone 
was really willing to give their time over the phone and 
for that I am sincerely grateful.   

Thank you also for your patience during the painting 
work that has been going on here over the first six 
weeks of the year.  Big thanks to the City of Yarra for 
getting it done. 

And so to the program for the first part of the year.   

I really hope you take part in the lectures and workshops 
from Ireland’s Daghdha Dance Company  here in 
March, presented in association with Critical Path and 
STRUT dance.  Daghdha Dance Company is one of 
Europe’s most thought provoking, progressive and 
generous creative groups with a clarity of focus on 
dance and choreography.  The workshops and lectures 
will be complemented by a performance from award 
winning dancer Elena Giannotti.   

Our very first Housemate Resident , Phoebe Robinson 
starts her journey in March and I look forward to 
announcing the different ways you can contact Phoebe 
along that journey. 

The first Learning Curve  for the year will welcome 
Russell Dumas  to Melbourne, introduced by Rebecca 

 Summer 2008 
Hilton.  Russell has worked around the world with some 
of the most notable modern dance choreographers of 
the 20th Century.  Emerging artists have a lot to gain 
from getting in early and applying for Learning Curve III 
with Russell Dumas .   

Here’s a new thing! EARobics-contemporary music 
for dance series.   This is your chance to exercise you 
ears and make a connection with some of the most 
interesting composers and musicians in Melbourne, 
when Dancehouse presents a series of music 
performances from composers and musicians with a 
particular interest in dance. Dancehouse will also offer 1 
week in the studio and $1500 for a new collaboration.   

Movement Research Forums  will see a group of 
artists, each with an ongoing movement practice, get 
together over a couple of weeks to share ideas, 
challenge each others thinking and develop a common 
language around movement practice.  There will be 
opportunities to join them along the way.   

The ReelDance Festival  comes to town in May and 
Dancehouse has the pleasure of hosting international 
guest artists Katrina McPherson and Simon Fildes in a 
three day Dance/Video/Improvisation – Unexpected 
Encounters workshop.   

One of you out there will soon become the curator that 
puts together a collection of short works in Your 
Collection .  Expressions of interest in curating the 
season close at the end of February and if you want to 
get your short work in the season get in as soon as you 
can.  We will announce the curator in early March and 
you can see the works from May 28 to June 1.   

After that we get into June with a season of independent 
works from New Zealand.  But, we’ll tell you about that 
later. 

It’s big.  There’s a lot for you to be a part of, and I hope it 
inspires.   

See you at Dancehouse.   

David Tyndall 
Artistic Director 
 

Dancehouse Artistic Program 
 
Mar Daghdha Dance Company , Limerick Ireland  

Mar Housemate Residency  starts  

Apr Learning Curve III  

Apr Dance EARobics  

Apr Movement Research Forums  

May ReelDance and Dance Flicks  

May Your Collection 



Daghdha Dance Company  
Limerick, Ireland   Mar 12 - 14  

Lecture Series and Dance Workshop 
 
Daghdha Dance Company is emerging as one of 
Europe’s most progressive arts organisations. Dedicated 
to a rigorous discourse in dance, choreography, art and 
culture, Daghdha has distinguished itself through a 
unique combination of out-of-the-box thinking, a purity of 
focus on dance and choreography and at the same time, 
a deep interest in, and generous attitude towards, other 
cultural disciplines. 
 
LECTURES 
Consisting of 3 interactive modules, the lectures are 
suitable for both artists and academics/theoreticians 
interested in contemporary discourses on choreography 
and dance.  Each lasts 70-90 minutes. Solo 
performances by Elena Giannotti demonstrate, extend 
and complement the spoken word during each lecture. 
 
LECTURE 1  6:30pm, Wed 12 March 
“Choreography as an Aesthetics of Change” 
Led by Michael Klien with Steve Valk and Elena 
Giannotti 
 
Choreography is examined as an emerging autonomous 
discipline. Drawing on stage-based works by Michael 
Klien and associated artists – works which have been 
created at Barriedale Operahouse (London, 1994-2000), 
Ballett Frankfurt (2000-2002) and Daghdha Dance 
Company (2003-present). 
 
LECTURE 2 6:30pm, Thu 13 March 
“Dance as a Metaphor for Thought” 
Led by Michael Klien with Steve Valk and Elena 
Giannotti 
 
This lecture examines the impact of the emancipating art 
form of choreography on the art of dancing, examining 
possible new roles for dance outside conventional 
performative functions. The lecture looks into the 
discursive role of dance and examines the potential of 
dance as a transformative force within nature. 
 
LECTURE 3 6:30pm, Fri 14 March 
“Social Choreography/Social Dreaming” 
Led by Steve Valk with Michael Klien and Elena 
Giannotti 
  
This lecture outlines ideas behind the notion of 'Social 
Choreography', drawing from various sources such as 
Bateson, Beuys, Derrida, Badiou, Hoffmeyer and 
Keeney. Presenting a number of projects that have been 
taking place over the past ten years (including work by 
William Forsythe, Steve Valk, Heiner Blum, Davide 
Terlingo, Michael Klien a.o.) Valk and Klien present the 
contextual framework for a new thinking and 
engagement within the social sphere.  
 
 
WORKSHOP 
Wed 12 to Fri13 Mar, 12 – 5pm 
 
“Approaches to Contemporary Choreography” 
with Michael Klien & Elena Giannotti 
Duration: 3 days, 5 hours each day 
  

The workshop introduces new approaches to 
choreography and dance, outlining a number of 
choreographic processes and methodologies as well as 
their connection and contribution to other fields of 
human knowledge (such as philosophy, physics, 
composition, sociology, anthropology,...). Outlining and 
demonstrating various methodologies, the participants 
will be encouraged to gain an understanding of 
choreography as a Pattern-Language – a discourse 
concerned with the creation of patterns, dynamics, 
relations and ecologies. The stage becomes a laboratory 
to explore structures and dynamics to be found in and 
between humans, in and between ideas as well as within 
the overall fabrics of reality. 
 
The workshop includes warm-up exercises, audio-visual 
demonstrations, an examination of selected texts, open 
discussion as well as the potential for participants to 
engage physically with the ideas brought forth. 
Complete details at www.dancehouse.com.au 
 
 
 
 

Artist Elena Giannotti.  Photographer Christine Gangos 

 
Housemate Residency    
Phoebe Robinson  
 
In late 2007, Dancehouse announced its all new 
Housemate residency Program, offering an artist or 
group up to 14 weeks free studio space and $10,500 
towards the development and presentation of new work.   
 
Our first Housemate resident, Phoebe Robinson, sets to 
work on February 25. There will be various opportunities 
to connect with Phoebe’s work through classes, 
workshops in schools and universities and a work in 
progress showing.  You can keep in touch with Phoebe’s 
progress by visiting the Dancehouse website.   
 
Applications for the second housemate residency close 
on March 7.  Complete details at www.dancehouse.com.au 
 

Learning Curve III   Apr 7 - 18 
with Russell Dumas 
 
Russell Dumas is an artist whose influence in Australia 
has been significant.   
 
Currently he is working on “dance for the time being” 
a series of movement workshops that investigate the 
body’s innate capacity for ease, efficiency and co-
ordination in ordinary movement, in which improvisation 



is understood as a dialogue between voluntary 
movement and spontaneity - a dance practice for those 
who can’t remember and those who would rather not. 
 
For Learning Curve III , Russell will work with selection 
of emerging artists for 40 hours over two weeks from 
April 7 to 18, in an intensive performance workshop in 
which they will explore technique through repertory.    
 
Participants will select and learn an accumulation of 
Russell’s duet material, developed over the past 30 
years, which constitutes a physical context for an 
elaboration of Russell’s concept of technique as a 
management of instability. 
 
It is desirable for Russell that there is a performative 
outcome, and he will involve other professional artists 
familiar with his practice as sessional coaches.  
Complete details at www.dancehouse.com.au  
 

Dance EARobics   Apr 20 
 

Are you interested in collaborating with composers and 
musicians?  
 
You can exercise your ear muscles and connect with 
composers and musicians from around Melbourne, 
when, with the help of acclaimed musical artists 
Madeleine Flynn and Tim Humphrey, we present a 
series of music performances featuring composers and 
musicians with a particular interest in dance 
collaborations. These are not dance performances 
(unless you can't help yourself).  This could be your 
chance to see, hear and talk to composers who are 
looking for collaborations in dance. 
 
There will be 4 Dance EARobics nights throughout the 
year.  The first is on Sunday April 20 .  Out of the series 
of 4 events, Dancehouse will offer a composer/musician 
and a choreographer/dancer 1 week in the studio and 
$1500 to get together in the studio and see if they can 
ignite a new collaborative relationship.   
 
Even if it’s just for a great night out of new music, come 
along and enjoy the relaxed and social atmosphere, a 
free beverage and some great music.       
Complete details at www.dancehouse.com.au 
 

Movement Research Forums  
���� ���� Apr 11 & 18  

Movement Research Forums are regular opportunity for 
sharing and dialogue between artists with a 
concentration on ongoing practice.  Four artists at a time 
work in two pairs, sharing a brief dialogue about 
movement concerns, strategies and reflections.   
 
You have the opportunity to join them in the studio and 
share in the process and discussion on April 11 and 18 
between 1pm and 5pm.  It’s not a performance, but 
whilst the artists are working away, you can watch, ask 
questions, join in conversation and gain an insight into 
how and why they work in the studio.   
 
The forums will continue throughout the year.  Open 
forums are on the dates above – just come in.   If you 
are interested in taking part by joining up with another 
artist, contact Bec Reid on bec@dancehouse.com.au     
Complete details at www.dancehouse.com.au 

ReelDance Workshops 
  

ReelDance international guests this year are UK artists 
Katrina McPherson and Simon Fildes .  They will visit 
Melbourne and bring with them a touring installation – 
the Move-Me Booth, which will be installed at Arts 
House.  Dancehouse has the pleasure of presenting a 
unique 3-day workshop for up to 10 dance filmmakers.  
You’ll also find the ReelDance program at ACMI.   
 

 
 
WORKSHOP 
Dance/Video/Improvisation – Unexpected Encounters 
With Katrina McPherson and Simon Fildes 
 
An intensive course for dancers & video dance-makers 
interested in exploring the creative interface between 
improvised dance & video dance practice. 
 
Daily Schedule: Each day will start with simple warm up 
exercises to awaken the body and sharpen the senses. 
The remainder of the day will consist of focused practical 
sessions facilitated by Katrina and Simon looking at 
different issues for dancing and filming. There will be 
times for the pursuit of personal interests and reflection 
that can be brought back and shared with the group.  
 
There are only 10 places available  for this workshop 
and artists must have their own camera  and some 
experience in dance filmmaking .  Expressions of 
interest forms are available on the website or by 
contacting Bec Reid at bec@dancehouse.com.au. 
Complete details at www.dancehouse.com.au 
 
 

Dance Flicks   May 10 
 
Ok, so not everyone can get their film into the 
ReelDance Festival, but we think the work is worth a 
look, so, we’re going to feature our own home grown 
talent with a screening of some fantastic dance films by 
filmmakers right here in Melbourne. Bring a date!   
Complete details at www.dancehouse.com.au 
 

Your Collection  May 28 – Jun 1  
 

Its nearly time to close the expressions of interest in 
become a curator of a season of shorts works at 
Dancehouse.   
 
If you want to put together a program of dance, get your 
application in by Friday February 29.The performance 
season will be from May 28 – June 1.  Look out for all 
the announcements. 
Complete details at www.dancehouse.com.au



Regular Weekly Classes at Dancehouse  
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 7.00 - 8.15pm 

 
Shimmy & Shake: 
Introduction to 
Burlesque  
 
Feb 19 - Mar 25 
 
Maree Shefford 

6.30 - 8.30pm 
 
Living Sculptures  
 
 
 
Feb 27 - Apr 23 
 
Bruno Thiel  

6.00 - 7.30pm 
Afrobeat  - 
Dance workout   
 
7.30 - 9.00 
Afrobeat - 
Drum-dancing 
 
Feb 14 - May 15 
 
Janine Rew 

 10.30 - 12.00pm 
 
Open 
Contemporary 
Dance 
 
Jan 19 - May 31 
 
Dianne Reid 

      
6.30 - 8pm  
 
Contemporary 
for Beginners 
 
 
Feb 4 - Dec 8  
 
Sophia Cowen 
 

6.30 - 9.30pm  
 
Alchemy -  from 
impulse to 
expression 
 
Feb 5 - Mar 28 
 
Anne O'Keeffe 

6.30 - 8.00pm 
 
Level 2 Beginners 
Contemporary  
 
 
Feb 6 - Mar 26  
 
Sophia Cowen 

6.30 - 7.30pm 
 
Bollywood 
Dancing  
 
 
Feb 21 - June 26 
 
Pushpa Velyavettil 
& Sonika Priya 

  

 
For detailed class descriptions and teacher biographies please visit: www.dancehouse.com.au/independent/classes.php or call the 
office on 9347 2860 for further information.  
 
Become a member or join the Dancehouse mailing list . 
To join the email list, visit our website at www.dancehouse.com.au and enter your name and email address into the 
subscribe box on the front page. Alternatively, next time you are at Dancehouse, advise us of your email address and 
interests and we will add you to our lists. 
  
To become a Member, simply drop into the office any time between 9.30 and 5.30, Monday to Friday or call, 9347 2860. 
As a member of the email list, you will be kept informed of all of Dancehouse’s activities and performances.  
 
Plus, as a Member, you will enjoy discounts on space bookings, classes, workshops and performances, information and 
special members only offers.  
 
Enjoy the new Member’s Garden.   
  
 Before        After  

   
 
After almost 9 years of neglect as a dirty old storage area, we have redeveloped the rear courtyard into a beautiful, peaceful garden.  
Dancehouse Members and their guests are invited to make quiet use of the garden.  However, because of our Planning Permit there 
are some strict rules we need to keep, so please check with the office before you enter the garden (no more than 15 people at a time).  
Thanks to Bec, Nicole and Brett for their Backyard Blitz help.     
 
For more information about Dancehouse, contact us: 
150 Princes St, North Carlton 3054 
t 03 9347 2860 
f 03 9347 9381 
info@dancehouse.com.au 
www.dancehouse.com.au 

Dancehouse is assisted by the Commonwealth Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding advisory body, and is 
supported by the Victorian Government through Arts Victoria, Department of Premier and Cabinet and by the City of Yarra, through the 
use of the Dancehouse facility.  


