Rebel Stepz Arts and Chandralaya Dance

TOUCH

When Ballet and Bharatanatyam Converge
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TOUCH is a new dance work that delves into the minds of two dancers
(Sheena Chundee and Deepa P Mani) who pursued different art forms -
Ballet & Bharathanatyam.

By showcasing the juxtaposition between art forms TOUCH highlights the
differences between cultures & beliefs.Through dance this work shows
how people can honor their roots, express themselves, and educate others
about their experiences and backgrounds.

TOUCH is a powerful piece which creates an impact on the world of art and
culture and encourages audiences to explore diversity and inclusivity
which are essential for fostering creativity, innovation, peace and
harmony.

TOUCH, through dance and music, proudly sheds a light on, and celebrates
individuals from all backgrounds, cultures, and perspectives and creates
an environment where everyone feels valued, respected, and empowered.




Sheena Chundee

Director and Choreographer- Rebel Stepz Arts

A British born, Mauritian Ballet Artist/
Choreographer who trained and
performed with The Royal Ballet.

Sheena creates educational, and artistic
events and performances in keeping
with organisational needs. This includes
developing works for global dance &
corporate companies as well as
community-based groups.

Diversity is at the forefront of Sheena’s
projects, and often found collaborating
with culturally diverse communities.



http://rebelstepzarts.com/

Deepa Mani

Director and Choreographer- Chandralaya Dance

A South Asian Performing and
Teaching Artist primarily trained in the
Classical Indian (Bharathanatyam) and
modern Contemporary art form(s)
Deepa’s practice includes full dance
recitals, experimental and collaborative
creations with other artists and art
mediums.

Deepa believe’s passionately in the
power of traditional dance to connect
people with their heritage, sense of self,
and inner creativity.



https://www.chandralaya.com.au/

Jasmine Lim

Performer

Jasmine has worked and trained in
Perth, Melbourne and Singapore.
Jasmine began her training in Brunei
Darussalam and performed with the
company in 2017.

Jasmine moved to Melbourne in 2019
continuin her training at the National
Theater Ballet School.

She was awarded with the Most
Outstanding Individual Performance
award from the school. Jasmine is
looking forward to contributing to the
exploration and creation of thoughttul,
inspiring dance art.




ROHAN DASIKA
Musician - Double Bass

Rohan was appointed a member of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
double bass section, having previously served as a contract Assistant
Principal. He has also worked on contract as Assistant Principal in the
Frankfurter Opern-und-Museumsorchester, while an association with
leading classical accordionist James Crabb has brought engagements at
many of Australia’s chamber music festivals. Passionate about the music of
his time, Rohan is a reqular guest with ELISION, and has performed with the

orchestras of the Lucerne Festival Academy and Lucerne Festival Alumni.

After being awarded the Freedman Classical Fellowship in 2019, Rohan began
taking his first steps towards bringing the South Indian side of his heritage
into his music. He has since performed alongside members of Melbourne’s
Carnatic music community in the Sangam Festival, and presented a concert

at Monash University as part of the 2022 Indian Performing Arts Convention.




BHAIRAVI RAMAN
Musician - Violin

Bhairavi Raman is a skilled Indian-Australian violinist.

Extensively trained in both Western Classical and Carnatic music, she blends
concepts and techniques from both styles when she plays. She holds an
A.Mus.Ain violin awarded by theAMEB, and has pursued advanced training in
Carnatic Music in India for the past 15 years. Her gurus are Sri Murali Kumar

(Aus.), Sri Gopinath lyer (Aus.) and Sri S Varadarajan (India).

Bhairavi has been performing for music and dance productions for over a
decade, with over 400 performancesto her name, including at prestigious
venues like the Madras Music Academy and the Melbourne Recital Centre.
Collaboration is at the heart of Bhairavi's creative work-she has produced
acclaimed projects inclose partnership with local and international artists
across disciplines including poetry, spoken word,movement, dance and
theatre. She has also completed arts leadership programs with the

Australian ArtOrchestra and Footscray Community Arts Centre.




NANTHESH SIVARAJAH
Musician - Mridangam (percussion)

Nanthesh Sivarajah is a multidisciplinary artist based in Melbourne,

Australia.

Nanthesh is passionate about combining his broad artistic skillset to
produce unique works. He is a percussionist, trained in both Southindian
Classical (Carnatic) and Western forms, and proficient in several instruments
including the Mridangam, Kanjira, Ghatam, Morsing, Drumkit and several
other percussion instruments.

He has two decades of performance experience across Australia and abroad,
and has played with seasoned artistes at some of South India's oldest and

most prestigious venues.




